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september 12, 1993

Mr. George Dillon
Chiet ot Avia~ion and Marine Branch
Pederal" Ca.aunication. Com-i••ion
2025 M stree~, NW, #1700C-2
Wasbinqton, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Dillon:

I under8~and you are closely involVed vith a pending decision
regarding ~he registration ot 406-type EPIRBs tor ocean-going
va••els.

I applaud your effort. in helping to i~rove the safety
a.pec~. of the.e procec1ure. by makinq r8CJi.tration of .uch
SPIU. mandatory, but I iaplore you to take the regulation
one ~.~.further: Ii! inclucle in your regula~ion that
the _ ~ AU' It; tM siN of RNAIla'" po,I' s .
Mike Plan~ va. not only one ot JaY clo...t friend. but a
fir.t-rate oftabore aallor with whom I worked on a prote.­
.ional ba.i. tor ..veral year. ~ You are no doubt aware ot
hi. demiae la.t tall en route to c~te in a prote.aional
long-di.tance yacht. race. MUte'. tr19ic death point. to
the crying need to have BPIU. aPl~N*U~:m~~.$
PYrpb"', wh~ch would leave no~ y ot au or t es
auch aa the Coaa~ Guard not having the proper intormation
to as.ist a per.on in need .imply becau.e hi. or her safety
equipment was not regi.tered.

Even the mo.~ .killed, and normally very con.cientious and
organized, aailora like Mike Plant can, under dure.. and
la.t-minute deadline. tilled with hundred. of detail., torget
to complete the ....ingly "...ller, le•••ignificant" chorea
like regi.terinv .afety equiPJtent. Mike'. failure to~
the ~i.. to r.,i.t.er his BPI" at so.. point atter he~
purchaaed it could well have coat him hi. lite, a horrible,
glaring re.litr that hi. family and manr friends like my.elf
are now left w th for the re.t of our 1 ve••

While we can't ebange what has happened to Mike, we saD try
to learn froa tho.e aiafortunes and help othera avoid them
in the tuture. ~irin9 the point-of-purcha.e regi.tration
of BPIRa., a very .i~le procedure conducted between the
purcha.er and retailer (.0 a. not to leave all re.ponaibility
to the re~ailer), will undoubtedly help .ave other well­
intendedsailora like Mike in the future.

Plea.. make BPIRa regi.tration .andatory
purcba.e.

Xatherina M. G lin
Director of Public Relation.
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Mr. George Dillon
Chief of Aviation and Marine Branch
Federal Communication Commission
2025 M Street NW, 1700C2
Washington, DC 20554

~--

Subject: Proposed regulations for EPtRB registration

Dear Mr. Dillon:

We would like to commend the FCC for recognizing the need for new
regulations which would make EPIRB registration mandatory. However, we
believe very strongly that the regulations presently proposed do not go far
enough in ensuring that the registration is actually accomplished. The
intent of the proposed rule making would best be served by requiring that
registration be done at the time of purchase; i.e. that the sale of an EPlR8
be conditional upon the completion of the registration card.

We believe that the~nt of purchase" requirement benefits all parties
involved. It greatly i '. ves the odds for sailors or aviators in distress
to be rescued, and facilates conservation of Search and Rescue
resources.

When considering the amount of time and effort dedicated to the
construction and implementation of the fPtRB system to date, it only
seems logical to require the registration at the time of purchase. Without
this step, the effectiveness of the entire system is seriously
compromised.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.
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Mr. George Dillon
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Sincerely,

Mary and Frank Plant
Hugh Plant
Linda and Bob Simmons
Helen Davis
Julia Plant and Peter Thomas
Thomas Plant

cc: Senator David Durenberger
C. Michelle Winston NOAA/NESDIS

Mailing Address:
Mary and Frank Plant
18745 11th Avenue Notth
Plymouth, Minnesota 55447
Phone: 612-473-321 5
Fax No 612-473-0788
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